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operative agriculture and insurance do not form character
among native peoples; hence the tendency of Govern-
ments to make membership of such associations and
compliance with their rules compulsory. The Scolaires
mutuelles of French West Africa are perhaps an exception.1
I shall not flinch" when I am accused of straining the
definition of co-operation beyond endurance. My answer
is that rural reconstruction in native society is a single
process, just as man is an individual whole; that economic
are interwoven with social and ethical elements, whereby
the latter also, when economic progress is the object in
view, become themselves economic and a proper subject
for co-operative action; that there is no other available
agency; and that the co-operator must set his hand
bravely to the task. I am delighted to observe that the
Government of the Dutch Indies, finding that the
"legalistic" co-operative law of 1915 was unsuited to
native institutions, has passed in 1927 a more human
law (if the phrase may be forgiven), under which the
native groups formed for education, thrift and healthful
recreation will be qualified for registration. I should
welcome, if a co-operative law and supervising agency
were there in existence, the registration as co-operatives
of the Chinese societies for Mass Education in Tinghsien,
and I challenge criticism by saying that the Young Men's
Associations of Japan, which exhort their members to
rise early in the morning, are thereby entitled to co-
operative protection.
We have examined the scope and content of the
co-operative movement in tropical countries and^among
backward races^ and have now to consider the methods
by which it will be conducted. Who will provide the
1 Nothing is said in this article of the French territories in Northern Africa.
It appears to me inevitable that the infiux of European settlers will here lead to
an eventual adoption of European standards and ideas by the Arab population,
and that such Europeanisation, whether advantageous to the Arabs or the
reverse, requires me to exclude these territories from the native countries which
I am principally considering-. That is not to say that my views on the real scope
and potentialities of co-operation do not cover North Africa. They cover
not only North Africa but all European and Westernised countries, but I am
anxious to confine myself at present to the native world.—C. F. S.

